Unsolved Mysteries
Level			Intermediate
Arrangement

Pairs

Time required

40 minutes

Materials 		

Copy of Unsolved Mysteries

Grammar		

Modals of probability

Do the activity
Write the Bermuda Triangle on the board. Ask students to tell you what they know
about it. If none of them have heard of it, tell them that it is an area in the Atlantic
Ocean near the island of Bermuda where there have been a large number of disappearances of ships and planes. Elicit that we use modal verbs to discuss probability, and ask them for some ideas about the Bermuda Triangle using modal verbs.
Give each pair a worksheet. Draw their attention to the modal verbs at the top. Remind them that we use a modal + have + past participle to talk about past events.
In pairs, students discuss their ideas for explanations for the mysteries. At the
end, feedback by asking for ideas about each of the mysteries. Ask which possible
explanation is most probable for each.
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4 Unsolved mysteries
Grammar: Modals of probability

must have

Work in pairs. Read the situations and discuss the mysteries.

might (not) have

may (not) have
couldn’t have

The Mary Celeste
In November 1872, a ship called the Mary
Celeste left New York with nine people on
board. It was travelling to Genoa in Italy across
the North Atlantic.
In December, the ship was found in the ocean.
All the people had disappeared, as well as the
lifeboat, but everything else on board was left.
The people were never found.

Stonehenge

Stonehenge is a stone circle in the south-west
of England. The stones are huge – they are up
to nine metres high, and they weigh around
25 tons. Incredibly, some of them sit on top of
others. Stonehenge was built around 5,000
years ago, but no one knows why, or how.

can’t have

Sailing stones
In Death Valley in California, the hottest place
in the world, huge rocks in the desert regularly
move distances of hundreds of metres, leaving
long marks in the sand. No one has seen it
happen.

The Loch Ness Monster
Throughout history, many
people say that they have seen
a huge underwater creature in
Loch Ness, Scotland’s largest
lake. They all give the same
description: a dinosaur-like
creature with a long neck that
comes to the surface of the
water for a few seconds only.
Some people have even taken
photos of the monster.

The Mpemba effect

Feet on the beach

In 1963, 13-year-old Erasto Mpemba was
making ice cream with his class in Tanzania. He
was the slowest, and his cream mixture was still
hot when he put it in the freezer. But his was
the first to freeze! He had discovered something
which scientists still can’t explain: hot liquids
freeze more quickly than cold ones. It is called
the Mpemba effect.

Since 2007, around 20 human feet have
been discovered on different beaches in a
small area on the west coast of Canada and
the United States. They are usually wearing
shoes, and some of them come from the
same people. Police haven’t been able to find
an explanation.
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