February 2005

EL cviews

Chicken tonight

Looking for inventive, fun activities for more
able, mature students? This could be for you
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nglish departments have
Eperhaps never had it so

good. Or couldit just be that
publishers and authors have cot-
toned on to what teachers really
need: books filled with ready-to-
use activities that will keep large
classes busily focused on engag-
ing, useful language production.
This photocopiable resource book
does just that. It also seems to fol-
low a trend [ have noticed in that,
like several other recent titles, it
caters for more able learners at
more mature ages. This one —
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which describe the magical moves
and provide answer keys. Apart
from the detailed contents at the
front, the only necessary and gen-
uine help appears, rather strangely,
at the back in the form of two
quick-access alphabetical indexes

Topics dealt with include dreams, home buying,
Aesop’s fables, email writing and joke telling

which continues Delta’s focus on
shortish practical titles — is for
intermediate, upper intermediate
and advanced-level teenagers and
adults.

I straightaway appreciated that
in Teamwork there are no lengthy
forewords, prefaces, or why and
how everyone around the world
should use this book. There are
no dedications, no thanks to all
concerned or slaps on the back all
round. This book takes the user
straight into the first of twenty
meaty activities, each generally of
one to three pages and accompa-
nied by a page of teacher’s notes

to topics and grammar functions
dealt with. Interestingly, in the
contents is the excellent idea of a
potted summary of what teachers
will find within each activity.
Topics dealt with include
dreams, home buying, Aesop’s
fables, email writing and joke tell-
ing. For each there is generally
a bit of scissor work involved to
provide students with role cards
or varying versions of events or
characters. The author suggests a
lead-in task for each unit that occa-
sionally verges on the optimistic
— such as mentioning teachers

might like to draw pictures of

hares and tortoises so as to elicit
the moral in one of Aesop’s fables.
One unit I particularly liked the
look of (partly because it gave
me an appetite) and will be trying
soon is ‘Chicken Tonight’ on page
36, which requires the class to re-
order the scrambled recipes of two
vastly different meals, Chicken
Teriyaki and Chicken Kiev. Inevi-
tably with activities at such levels
there is quite an amount of read-
ing and vocabulary work involved
before any oral work can take
place. Another splendid unit is
‘Raining Cats and Dogs’, which
involves matching idioms with
their correct meaning before get-
ting the group to prepare a similar
task for their friends. This could
be fun. Imagine reading answers
like ‘Jill isn’t coming to work
today because she’s wearing her
heart on her sleeve.’

As can be expected with such
resource books there’s a fair bit
of organising as well as cutting
and explaining involved, but that
shouldn’t deter teachers from
using such welcome material. Ask
yourself what you’d rather be
doing as a language learner on
a rainy Thursday afternoon, FCE
sentence-transformation or dis-
cussing with a friend how much
you could both make by selling
the photo in unit 14 “Front Page
News’ to the paparazzi of a star
footballer in a romantic encoun-
ter with an air hostess? Anyone
choosing the grammar option is
probably in the wrong job.

Wayne Trotman, who still lives

in lzmir; Turkey, regularly pon-

tificates during teacher training
courses on the role of useful
resource books.



