B REVIEWS: A Book I've Used

of difference between personal writing
— poetry — and the more functional
genre of letters of application.

More importantly, for many advanced
learners, the most important area of
writing concerns the “stark and sober
style” (Andrewes 2009; 63) which is
prevalent in academic writing. Unless
learners are capable of mastering and
reproducing the demands of that style,
they will be unlikely to require the
ability to produce abstracts and biodata
statements for international academic
conferences. By contrast, e-mails (and
particularly e-mails in discussion groups
(pp. 87-88)) can now be written in a
mixture of acronyms, transliterations from
the L1 and emoticons, provided that the
communicative channel is informal.

None of the above reservations, however,
should be interpreted as detracting from
the overall values of this book. Its major
strength lies in its impressive breadth

of coverage. The nine sections explore
almost every aspect of English language
teaching, and each section offers a range
of activities. Obviously not all of these
will be appropriate for each individual
teacher’s circumstances, but experienced
teachers will recognize this and will

use the book as it is intended to be

used — as a resource. It would, however,
be unfortunate if the title deters some
teachers from exploring the book’s
potential benefits for intermediate and
upper-intermediate level students.
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Teaching Unplugged is a teacher’s
resource book with a mission: it sets
out to challenge many of the principles
that the ELT world holds dear. The
‘unplugged’ idea comes from an MTV
series which invited pop musicians to
play their songs live without electric
instruments. The term ‘Dogme’ is based
on a Danish film-making movement
from the 1990s called ‘Dogme 95,
spearheaded by director Lars von

Trier. Dogme filmmakers take a purist
approach, using no special effects of
any kind. In a similar vein, Meddings,
Thornbury and others have seized

on Dogme principles to create their

own teaching philosophy. Throw out
the coursebook and the handouts;
say goodbye to the photocopier, the
AV equipment and the interactive
whiteboard. ‘Unplugged’ lessons need
little more than paper, pens and
standard white/blackboards — though
there are some exceptions to this rule,
as we shall see below.

Of course, in pedagogy there is nothing
new under the sun: we could probably
trace materials-free teaching back to
Socrates. A materials-free approach has
long been promoted in British ELT by
inspirational teachers such as Mario
Rinvolucri and Paul Davis. In fact,
Meddings and Thornbury come from a
long line of ELT iconoclasts stretching all
the way back to Earl Stevick. There are
already several materials-free resource
books on the market, such as Bruce
Marsland’s Lessons from Nothing (CUP
1998) and John Hughes’ Lessons in Your
Rucksack (Modern English Publishing
Ltd 2005). So does Teaching Unplugged
have anything new to offer?

To quote the blurb on the back, the
approach is “materials-light” and
“conversation-driven”, “focusing

on the learner and the emergent
language”. This does not sound too
unorthodox, even to the most stalwart
lover of coursebooks and interactive
technology. At its most ‘unplugged’,
however, Teaching Unplugged takes the
view that the students and the teacher
are all the resources you need. This

is a much more challenging theory:
even experienced teachers quake

at the knees when the photocopier/
visualiser/computer breaks down, or
the materials for the lesson go missing.

¢{Throw out the coursebook and the

handouts; say goodbye to the photocopier, the

AV equipment and the interactive whiteboard.

‘Unplugged’ lessons need little more than

paper, pens and standard white/blackboards??
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