
make the book easier to read and would provide the basis for good
classroom discussion and learning. Also, there are intermittent tasks
for the reader to complete throughout the chapters; however, these
tasks are limited in their scope relative to all of the information that is
given, so additional writing practice would be needed to effectively pull
together all of the concepts presented.

As a reader, i was impressed with the way the real-life experience
of the author seemed to infuse every page. It made me really wish I
could take this class!

Hilary Livingston
CELTA, MEd. Curriculum Studies/TESL

College of the North Atlantic, Qatar
hila rylivi ngston@hotmail.com

Q: Skils for Success 3:

Reading and Writing,
Margot F. Gramar and Colin S. Ward
Oxford University Press 2011
ISBN: 978 019 475624 2

Q: Skils for Success 3:

Listening and Speaking,
Miles Craven and Kristin D. Sherman,
Oxford University Press 2011
ISBN: 9780194756129
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Q: Skills for Success is a new six-level series
which provides students both with class work
and on line practice. Both books connect the-
matically and are well laid out for learners and
teachers alike. Created by experts in the field,

the series was also trialled and developed with the input of thousands
of students worldwide and is very learner-centred in its approach.

Each book is broken into ten units of approximately twenty pages
each. The listening and speaking text includes the audio scripts at the
back of the book and both include two texts in each unit. Online prac-
tice is provided for students, which also connects the theme to provide
further practice of vocabulary and language points introduced.

Some of the themes in the reading and writing volume are: Why
do people help each other?, Why do people take risks? and How can a

small amount of money make a big difference? These are thematically
linked to topics in the listening and speaking book such as: Are we
responsible for the world we live in?, What risks are good to take? and

Can money buy happiness? These topics are all relevant to the times
we live in and provide good exposure for students who might not
otherwise have the framework to process this kind of critical thinking.

For example, in unit five, Why do people help each other?, the
authors introduce the biology of altruism in the reading and writing
text and corporate social responsibility in the listening speaking text.
Both include pre-text tasks which introduce relevant lexis and give
students the opportunity to discuss or think about the topic before

they start the text, as well as gist and detail tasks while listening or

reading. There are post-text discussion topics and appropriate writing
tasks for each level. There is also a language point connected to each
unit in each book, which is nicely linked to the theme: in unit five of
the listening/speaking book inferring attitude from speed of speech,
volume and intonation patterns; in the reading text, stating reasons
and giving examples is a key area explored.

I really like these new texts. Their interesting topics, pastel colours

and even the amount of white space on the page all contribute to
their accessibility. I think it might be time to change textbooks at my
school!

Sandee Thompson
DELTA/MA TESL, Halifax, Nova Scotia

sandee_t@yahoo.com

Teaching Online- Tools and

Techniques, Options and
Opportunities
Nicky Hockly with Lindsay Clandfield

DELTA Publishing 2010

112 pages
ISBN: 978 1 05085 35 4

If you're interested in starting or building

your own online course, looking for a bank
of activities to use with your courses, or looking for further opportuni-
ties to develop your existing knowledge, then you will find Teaching
Online a usefu1 addition to your library.

The book is divided into three parts. Part A examines some of
the theory behind online teaching, recommending ways of getting
started and building your own online course. This section focuses on a
variety of hardware, software and liveware and Hockly outlines three
different course site tools: VLEs (Virtual Learning Environments), social

networking and discussion groups. Part A continues with a description
of activity tools, such as blogs, podcasting sites, surveys, concordance
and video sites, before wrapping up with a discussion on liveware and
how to interact effectively and courteously online.

Part B provides a bank of practical activities that cover the four skills.

This is divided into chapters. Chapter 1 highlights the importance of
spending time creating a strong sense of online community and offers a
variety of activities for learners to share information about themselves.
Chapter 2 aims to provide readers with ideas that will encourage learn-

ers to develop their skills by using a variety of online tools. Chapter 3
provides accessible content for listening activities before moving on to
tools that allow students to create listening activities for each other.
The speaking activities introduce different kinds of chatware (audio
and video). Chapter 4 provides activities that focus on grammar and
vocabulary. The remaining activities enable both the learners and the
teacher to assess and evaluate progress for online courses. The activi-

ties are collaborative, group-based, meaningful and engaging. Finally,
Chapter 5 highlights the importance of ending online courses on a
positive note with an end-of-course activity, which encourages learners
to reflect and provides a sense of closure.

Part C of the text looks at opportunities for continuing develop-

ment in online teaching and discusses a range of options available.
For example, development courses, blogging, conferences and joining

discussion groups.
Teaching Online is ideal for all teachers who are already involved

with online courses, or those interested in developing courses online

regardless of experience.

IlTeaching
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Julian lEnfant
Director of Teacher Training

English Canada, Halifax, Nova Scotia

J u i ia n. LEnfa nt@EnglishCanada.org
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