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Puzzle Time For Starters
by Jon Marks

Delta Publishing 2003
1-900783-71-1

Puzzle Time For Movers
by Jon Marks

Delta Publishing 2004
1-900783-72-X

Both these books follow the syllabus of
the Cambridge Young Learners tests and
contain 37 photocopiable puzzles.
Starters is for use with beginners aged
7-10 and Movers for learners between 9
and 11 who have already completed
around 100 hours of learning English.
The beginners’ material includes a
variety of activities on the alphabet,
adjectives, animals, classroom
instructions, food, clothes, basic use of
the present continuous tense and verbs
be and have. Some of these activities will
already be familiar to English teachers,
games such as bingo, jumbled
sentences/words, dot-to-dot pictures,
colouring, how many can you see or
family tree. In addition, however, there are
also plenty of new and interesting
activities that both teachers and children
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will enjoy doing. In Starters | particularly
liked the following:

e ‘Walking dictation’ involves all the
senses and turns a relatively boring
and sometimes frustrating activity into
a lot of fun; here it is not writing that is
important, but teamwork, competition
and movement.

e |n ‘Making a new robot’, labelling parts
of the body is no longer a routine
exercise since the children first have to
spend some time deciding which part
of a robot’s metal body is an arm,
shoulder or elbow — not an easy task
sometimes; this creates discussion and
interest.

® The activity entitled ‘Mirror writing’
(how to decipher Leonardo da Vinci’'s
scripts!) definitely gets both brain
hemispheres working hard and makes
writing fun.

® ‘Find the word’ is excellent for visual-
type learners and fun for all the others.

The material for more advanced students
(Movers) includes activities on numbers,
fruit, comparatives and superlatives, days
of the week, questions forms and
question words and the past tense. Here
are two activities | found interesting:

@ ‘Chinese whispers race’ is a new way
to practise and/or review vocabulary.

e ‘Disappearing elephant’ is an adaptation
of the ever-popular game Hangman.

All in all, these are two very useful
resource books for teachers, to my mind
Starters being rather more fun than
Movers. | found the illustrations very
humorous (Jon Marks draws the
Langwich Scool cartoon in ETp) and think
that they will appeal to young learners.
They make even less exciting exercises
look like fun. :
Irena Késtenbauer |
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