
Cambridge Academic
Content Dictionary
Paperback with CD-ROM
Cambridge University Press, 2009
ISBN 978-0-521-69196-3

The 'academic content' referred to in the title of this
dictionary is the vocabulary of high school (and possibly
college) courses in the US and Canada. Entries cover
more than 2,000 content-area items, as well as general
academic vocabulary, like optimal, salutary, and
threshold (from the Academic Word List). Content areas
include all typical high school subjects, from algebra
and earth science to literature and world history. For
example, the terms defined in connection with aigebra
are degree, dependent variable, factor, factoring identity,
imaginary number, independent variable, intersection,
irrational number, and linear equation.

That all sounds highly plausible, but when I actually
tried to (ahem) refresh my memory on the term irrational
number, I read: "a number that cannot be expressed
as the ratio of two whole numbers". No examples. If
students really didn't know what an irrational number
was, wouldn't they need more help than this? I did.
So I turned to Google and found a great website that
explained everything with lots of examples.

Besides containing academic content and function
words, the dictionary also includes informal words and
phrases that students may meet outside class, such
as jabber, jeez, and kaput.

A CD-ROM, which comes with the dictionary, allows
students to search for vocabulary by subject area. It
also includes a clear audio of all entry words, offers
word family information, and has a thesaurus and
instant look-up feature, called QUICKfind, which looks
up any words at which a cursor is pointed in documents,
emails, and web pages.

Who is likely to buy the Cambridge Academic Content
Dictionary? i can think of at least two sets of target

customers. The first group is students studying for the
US university English exam, TOEFL - especially students
from Asia, who often have trouble figuring out English
word meanings because they don't know any other
European language. There may actually be a fairly
large market here.

The second group of potential buyers are exchange
students from anywhere in the world planning to
attend a North American high school or college.

All in all, the dictionary looks attractive and easy to
use (especially the CD-ROM). Unfortunately, its
definitions may not have enough explanatory depth
for academic users.

Heather Murray

DELTA Business Communication
Skils - Meetings with CD

David King

Delta Publishing, 2008
ISBN 978-1-905085-18-7

This is a slim volume that punches above its weight.

Working with architects and project managers who increasingly had to hold
meetings with clients in English, I was searching for a coursebook that could
help me deliver quick results.

Clear, concise, and to the point, this one is choc-full of highly relevant functional
language presented through recordings that sound natural even if they are
not authentic.

Six units cover the language you would expect: for opening a meeting, presenting
information, problem-solving, explaining and clarifying, agreeing and disagreeing,
summarising and closing. Plenty of practice exercises are provided and there
are photocopiable worksheets for freer speaking activities. There is a helpful
needs analysis learning journal and post-course exercise that focuses students
on identifying and then reaching their future goals.

The clean, iogical layout with plenty of white space, helpful tips on yellow
sticky notes, and a reference section for each unit make this book easy to
follow. My students appreciated the study suggestions dotted throughout
but complained about the photographs - "the people don't look real!"
Indeed, they do look rather as though their home is a mail order cataiogue.

The author recommends the book for pre-intermediate and intermediate
levels, but it wasn't 'too easy' for my upper-intermediates: on the contrary,
they discovered plenty of functional and idiomatic phrases that they hadn't
previously known.

Various other titles exist in this series, and I shall be trying them out.

Liz Wilson

The psychoiogy of Second Language Acquisition
Zoltán Dörnyei

Oxford University Press, 2008
ISBN 978-0-19-442197-3

So much of a teacher's time is spent reading resource books or course
materials that it's a welcome change to turn the page to a brave new world - in
this case, that of neuroscience and its relevance for second language learning.

Stimulating, challenging, at times downright difficult, but ultimately rewarding,
Dörnyei's book surveys what he calls the 'earthquake' of brain research and
new cognitive approaches that has shaken up the discussions about second
language acquisition (SLA).

The book came out of the convergence during the past decade of linguistics
and psychoiogy. The author highlights what he considers the most important
developments in what he terms 'psycho-SLA'.

He begins with an overview of the relevant academic disciplines and continues
with a look at the main avenues to language attainment. A standout chapter
is the one on language and the brain, including an introduction to the organ's
anatomy and to neurobioiogy itself.

There follows an examination of the psychological processes involved in
language learning and a detailed examination of the learner and learning
processes. There are times when the highly technical terminoiogy and dense
paragraphs demand perseverance but the final chapter is, for me, another
standout: in discussing teaching methods and theories and current issues,
Dörnyei relates everything he has discussed earlier to what actually happens
in the classroom.

The result is that, as teachers, we begin to see a whole new dimension to
our daily job that takes us beyond the delivery of lessons and puts us not
just in the student's seat, but almost in his/her mind.
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Liz Wilson
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