
3

From the author

I have always thought of creativity as a journey, and of the 
creative individual as an explorer. The great film director 
Federico Fellini used to say that you always need an excuse to 
be creative. My own excuse to set off on a creativity journey 
is, quite simply, that I owe it to my students and, ultimately, 
to myself. Because I love teaching, finding a creative voice is 
the only way I know to avoid getting stuck in a rut. 

Creativity is a key that will open many doors. It can trigger 
many changes for the better in a vast array of human 
endeavours. Teaching included. And yet it has always 
puzzled me that people rarely think of teachers as creative 
professionals. Architects? Yes. Musicians? Yes. Painters? 
Writers? Fashion designers? Yes. But teachers? You must be 
joking. 

And yet creativity is, in my view, any teacher’s bread and 
butter. We live in a culture that doesn’t encourage us to be 
creative unless there’s a chance we are going to strike it big 
with a commercial ‘hit’. Creativity, like so much else in our 
world, has been co-opted into consumerism and its worth 
calculated by how much money it generates. 

The teaching world is no exception: the big pull is towards 
standardisation, exams, regimented syllabi, a senseless ‘don’t 
rock the boat’ attitude –  intellectual shortsight that will do 
nobody a favour. The Victorian art critic John Ruskin, when 
asked why he was teaching factory workers to draw, said: ‘I’m 
not teaching them to draw, I’m teaching them to see.’ 

Isn’t learning a language, too, a way of learning to see anew? 
I would venture to say that enhanced seeing and feeling are 
the real reasons to create, whether it is an exercise, a song, a 
haiku, or a brand new thought. 

I wrote Being Creative because I am convinced that creativity, 
far from being a magic wand, can bring changes for the 
better in our classrooms and we ourselves can make these 
changes happen. Think how much better off we would be if 
public education opened itself more to creative collaboration 
with the students. 

Creativity is not an optional extra – as I see it, it is the 
foundation to base our practice upon. 

Happy reading. 



4

Contents

From the author	 Page 3

  Part A	 Page 7

Bibliography	 Page 20

  Part B	 Page 21

          Classrooms	 Page 22

Remembering names	 Page 22

Toss that balloon	 Page 23

A sheet on everyone’s back	 Page 23

Letter guess	 Page 24

Rocks and lizards 	 Page 24

Opposites – or not?	 Page 25

Group playlists	 Page 25

Take five!	 Page 26

How are you feeling?	 Page 26

The best 15 minutes	 Page 27

Blind portrait	 Page 27

Ping pong	 Page 28

What’s your number?	 Page 29

Lingo novo	 Page 29

Funny lists	 Page 30

Humming 	 Page 30

Encouraging remarks	 Page 31

Gossip	 Page 31

Top things to do 	 Page 32

I can’t hear you!	 Page 32

Songs and trains	 Page 33

Toss me a song	 Page 33

Multiple humming	 Page 34

Fly me a word	 Page 34

          Resources	 Page 35

Music, feelings and words	 Page 35

Instrumental music	 Page 36

A musical warmer	 Page 36

Musical mirrors	 Page 37

Do you hear what I hear?	 Page 37

What I liked – or not	 Page 38

Multi-sensory responses	 Page 38

Phonographic memory	 Page 39

Lyrics quiz	 Page 39

Call and respond	 Page 40

Dear music ...	 Page 40

From music to poetry	 Page 41

Spot on!	 Page 41

Matching pictures	 Page 42

Picture this 	 Page 42

Take my word	 Page 43

Same or different?	 Page 43

Favourite painter	 Page 44

Look at this	 Page 44

This picture ...	 Page 45

Biodata	 Page 45

The power of love	 Page 46

Pictures and texts	 Page 46

Textbook feedback	 Page 47

Changing texts	 Page 47

Text made simple	 Page 48

Questions I like	 Page 48

Bilingual whispers	 Page 49

Everybody chips in	 Page 49

Reducing sentences	 Page 50

1

2



5

Contents

Rough analysis	 Page 51

Get moving ...	 Page 51

Recycle and re-use	 Page 52

All around the word	 Page 52

Phrase mingle	 Page 53

Was this in the story?	 Page 54

Story backwards	 Page 54

Mismatching the teacher	 Page 55

Hold the line, please	 Page 55

Definition poem	 Page 56

Earplugs	 Page 57

Letters to the editor	 Page 57

Multi-word letter	 Page 58

          Students	 Page 59

Pay attention!	 Page 59

I’m OK!	 Page 60

TV favourites	 Page 60

Meet me and my friends	 Page 61

Feelings	 Page 61

Who am I?	 Page 62

Self-portrait	 Page 62

Top qualities	 Page 63

Stereotypes	 Page 63

Decisions, decisions!	 Page 64

My childhood	 Page 65

Birthday slips	 Page 65

Meet your mentor	 Page 66

Blue in the face	 Page 67

Live listening	 Page 67

Tasks	 Page 68

Alternative answers	 Page 68

Q & A	 Page 69

Tappers and listeners	 Page 70

Butterflies to the rescue	 Page 70

Physical stress 	 Page 71

Let’s get physical	 Page 71

From sounds to story	 Page 72

Tense metaphors	 Page 72

Stepping out	 Page 73

Blind tastimg	 Page 73

Adjectives galore	 Page 74

Five possessions	 Page 75

Mapping the classroom	 Page 75

She was telling me ...	 Page 76

Contextualise this	 Page 76

Fun with words	 Page 77

Favourite stroll	 Page 77

Emoticons	 Page 78

Love letters	 Page 78

Book titles	 Page 79

Book reviews	 Page 80

Me – the movie	 Page 81

And so to bed ...	 Page 81

Express(o) yourself	 Page 82

Last stop	 Page 82

  Part C	 Page 83

The creative challenge	 Page 84

The creative process	 Page 88

From the editors	 Page 95

From the publisher	 Page 96

3


